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Content: 

 Title 
 Headlines 
 Message  
 Brief Text 
 Key Points 
 Data 
 Supporting 

Illustrations 

 Layout 
 Visual Flow 
 Clarity / Simplicity 
 Spatial Balance 
 Columns / Rows 
 Large fonts 
 Color 
 Supporting 

Illustrations 

Design: 



The main key is to create an overall 
structure of your content 

Poster presentations are a great opportunity to 
interact with your audience. Just like oral 
presentations, they allow you to crystallize your 
thoughts about your research and focus on its 
essence. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Poster presentations are a great opportunity to interact with your audience. Just like oral presentations, they allow you to crystallize your thoughts about your research and focus on its essence. 



Types of Layout 

Vertical Columns 

Horizontal Rows 

Compare and Contrast 

Main Idea Graphic 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The main key is to create an overall structure of your content; In particular, organize related pieces of content in coherent visual units. Please try to resist the temptation to place information "wherever it fits" in a desperate attempt to include as many details as possible. Instead of crowding your poster, be selective in what you include so you have the spatial freedom to organize your material into a logical structure that is recognizable at a glance. 

Based on your research and material you may choose from the following LAYOUTs.  Make sure your individual sections align with each other. This creates a better map of your poster.




Importance of Layout 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
How often are you frustrated with GPS directions making multiple U-turns and left, right turns around your destination point?



Eye Movement 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You don’t wish for your audience to be as frustrated looking at your material making multiple turns and U-turns while scheming all over the board. Your directions should be simple and clear! It is in how you organize your content. You may even have multiple destinations, landing points. As long as you structure them properly where the eye follows along and lands where it needs, you will guarantee yourself a map better than GPS can offer 
 
The eye movement should start at the top left location where you title sits and moving in the right direction down and up the poster. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at some examples. It is important to maintain sufficient white space, keep column alignments logical, and provide clear cues to your readers how they should travel through your poster elements. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
White space’ is the ‘blank’ area that separates your design elements (text and visuals). White space is crucial for strong document design because it allows readers to visually separate information into manageable chunks as well as understand the relationships between and among your content. As I mentioned previously, avoid crowding your poster with too much information. If a poster is crammed full of information, it will be too difficult for readers to understand your main points. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good design is ‘clean’ design.  



Key Features 

 Decide on layout and orientation 
 Make the title the most prominent block of text on the poster 
 Choose 3–4 main colors 
 Pick 2 type faces 
 Use bold headers 
 Minimum point size for headers is 48pts 
 Minimum size for body text size is 24pts 

Headers 
Main body text 

Portrait Landscape 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some of the main key features to an enticing poster design:
 
- Make the title the most prominent block of text on the poster (either center or left justify at the top). Use sentence case; do not use all capitals, as it will be harder to read. Do not apply any special effects such as shadows, outlines and 3D renderings. - Clean bold titles are most effective!
- The title should quickly orient the audience.
- Choose no more than 3-4 main colors. Avoid very bright color combinations, if it makes you squint, don’t use it! Try to select complimentary colors. You will be provided with some templates where Argonne’s color palette will be built in. Choose your colors carefully, and remember no more than 4.
- Use no more then two type faces for the entire poster.  However, within typefaces you have options such as bold, regular, italic. You may apply those styles to differentiate your text.




Key Features 

 Maintain spatial balance 
 Create visual contrasts 
 Captions are quick references 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once again, have enough spatial space to differentiate sections easily. Text should take up approx.. 30% of the poster space, graphics about 40% and 30% of white space.  
 
- Create some visual contrasts, as size attracts attention! For example:
- Enlarge some images or graphics, so that they appear larger then text boxes
- Use large colorful headers for each section




Key Features 

 Should be readable from 5 feet 
 Reads within 5 minutes 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- To highlight certain material you may use solid colored text boxes, make sure the text inside them is readable against the color background.
- Play around with some graphics such as arrows or lines, which help move the eye throughout the poster.  




5  
Steps  
to Getting  
Started 

1. Have all your text in a separate Word 
file(Word and PowerPoint work well 
together for copy and pasting 
purposes) 
 

2. Collect data / generate graphs 
 

3. Find visual aid / supporting images 
 

4. Break up your content in sections 
using Word (Use image/data 
placeholders within sections. You can 
insert images or simply type their 
name within corresponding sections) 
 

5. Create a rough draft poster layout 
using PowerPpoint or any software of 
your choice. You may, also, print all 
contents individually. Then manually 
arrange them on a large format 
paper. (Refer to poster templates 
provided) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I have come up with first 5 Steps to Get Started.
 
1. Have all your text in a separate Word file
(Word and PowerPoint work well together for copy and pasting)
This will allow you to review your content as whole �
2. Collect data / Generate graphs
This is a great way to your research at glance.�
3. Find visual aid/supporting images
Your visuals must be related to your research and help attract the eyes of the audiences.�
4. Break up your content in sections using Word�This would be a good time to narrow down your subject, create charts and collect data. You can insert images between the sections or simply type their reference names within corresponding sections.
 
5. Create a rough draft poster layout �You will be offered some poster templates to choose from. Or create your own. Shortly, we will go over some more poster examples, good ones and bad ones to give you a better idea of what is to be achieved.  In this stage you should figure out your poster’s orientation (landscape vs portrait). You can use piece of paper with sticky notes to lay out a rough draft or sketch out sections out on a piece of paper to give you a general idea of how your poster will look.




You are ready for a final layout! 

 
Questions? 



Helpful Resources & Tutorials 

http://www.nature.com/scitable/nated/topicpage/poster-
presentations-13907939 
 
http://www.writing.engr.psu.edu/posters.html 
 
http://guides.nyu.edu/content.php?pid=174875&sid=1471879 
 
http://www.makesigns.com/tutorials/poster-design-layout.aspx 
 
http://writingcommons.org/2013-12-30-04-56-15/2014-06-19-14-38-
15/creating-scientific-posters 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MqgjgwIXadA#t=274 -  
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Additional Resources 
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